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The past two years have been half normal and half “unprecedented” – that is the number one word 

used in 2020, according to a news cast I was watching.  

The definition of ‘unprecedented’ is: without previous instance; never before known or experienced; 

unexampled or unparalleled. Frankly, I couldn't agree more. 

As I write this report, I am remembering last year at this time – it was the last week we would know as 

‘normal’, and the World Health Organization declared a pandemic March 11, 2020. Absolutely 

everything we knew about life, about work, about nursing – all was about to change drastically, and to 

add to the irony of it all, 2020 was declared the Year of the Nurse. All this to say, I don't have to tell any 

of our CFNU members or any other workers in health care, 2020 has been challenging, to say the least. 

The one constant is the CFNU has been on the forefront of negotiating improved language around the 

use of PPE and the absolute necessity to protect our members in all settings – who are delivering care to 

the ill, injured and frail people of Canada. In particular, those patients with Covid 19. 

The CFNU in 2019 had our normal revenue and expenses, and maintained our budget lines as usual to 

meet the organizational goals and meet our member organizations’ needs. 
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2020 saw a dramatic shift away from in-person meetings to Zoom, Skype and to webinars and Facebook 

live discussions in place of in-person events. Like so many workplaces, the CFNU shifted to remote work 

for our staff. With these various transitions, we did incur some expenses that were different from 

previous years, but on balance our overall expenditures were less than a normal year.  

As an organization we were able to put more money into our internally restricted funds in order to 

prepare for the upcoming federal election and focus on research and development of policies that 

support economic recovery, for not only nurses but all workers. We continue to move our goals forward 

to protect our members, promote the role of the nurse and to defend public health care. 

We have received a clean audit review by Ouseley Hanvey Clipsham and Deep due to the ongoing 

attention to detail and the preparation of Kathy Stewart, our accountant consultant. Many thanks to 

Kathy for her ongoing work to support CFNU. 

In my role as Canadian Health Coalition Chair, we have celebrated, along with the BC Health Coalition 

and other groups who defend public health care, a stellar win with the Cambie Clinic in BC. The premise 

of the court case was: if you can afford to jump the queue, you should be allowed to do just that – move 

to the front of the line to receive care. The win of this case was a moment to celebrate, however, we 

can’t let down our guard because, even as I write this report, the results are being appealed by the 

profiteers. We continue to promote Pharmacare and stand against privatization of health care, and in 

addition we are lobbying for national long-term care standards. Our 2020 Parliament Hill Lobby had to 

be canceled due to the pandemic, and we are looking at setting up a virtual lobby for this year – so stay 

tuned. Please see the attached report on the activities of the CHC over the past two years. 

In closing, keeping with this year’s theme of the convention, I would like to share a quote with you, 

something for you to think about and to support you in your decision-making everywhere you go. 

Nurses make thousands of decisions every day – some are easy, but frequently they are difficult 

decisions, we make choices in the best interest of our patients, resident and clients because we are the 

ones at their side every hour of every single day. 

“Knowing what must be done does away with the fear.” 

— Rosa Parks 

In solidarity, 

 

Pauline Worsfold, RN 

CFNU Secretary-Treasurer 
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Canadian Federation of Nurses Unions

Budget vs Actual 2017 and 2018, Forescast 2019-2020

2021 2022

Budget Actual Budget Actual Budget

2020 

Forecast

REVENUE
Member Contributions
   MNU 297,000        297,000        330,000        330,000        330,000         330,000        
   NBNU 174,150        172,663        192,000        187,317        187,500         187,500        
   RNUNL  129,060        127,746        140,940        140,515        139,920         139,920        
   NSNU 162,486        164,772        182,940        185,350        183,000         183,000        
   ONA 1,593,000    1,593,000    1,770,000    1,770,000    1,770,000      1,770,000    
   PEINU 34,074          33,480          37,200          37,400          37,500           37,500          
   SUN 251,937        256,167        284,340        285,345        285,000         285,000        
   UNA 806,976        825,892        917,160        921,582        921,000         921,000        

Total Member Contributions 3,448,683    3,470,720    3,854,580    3,857,509    3,853,920      3,853,920    

   Convention 487,500        534,838        -                     -                     -                       -                     
   Election Contributions -                     150,280        -                     -                     -                       
   Investment income 30,000          136,715        30,000          137,946        75,000           75,000          
   Grants/Miscellaneous Income 3,150            11,303          3,150            5,699            3,250              3,250            

Total Revenue 3,969,333    4,303,856    3,887,730    4,001,154    3,932,170      3,932,170    

EXPENSES
   Staff 921,276        860,212        1,014,410    905,382        1,047,690      1,053,846    

   Administration and Membership Services 354,740        344,169        408,880        347,759        397,575         404,131        

   Operational plan 910,750        952,348        622,400        778,456        724,202         624,185        
   International Liaison 50,000          45,854          45,000          -                     22,500           60,000          
   CLC Affiliated events 40,000          63,043          145,000        19,457          42,500           35,000          
   Office of the President 379,025        275,876        361,840        243,583        385,346         336,587        
   National Executive Board 182,000        117,826        198,825        72,658          87,640           201,419        
   CLC Per Capita 1,149,561    1,156,907    1,156,375    1,157,253    1,156,177      1,187,007    
   Convention 890,500        834,009        -                     -                     210,000         -                     

Total Expenses 4,877,852    4,650,244    3,952,730    3,524,548    4,073,630      3,902,175    

Annual Operations - net revenue (expenses) (908,519)      (346,388)      (65,000)         476,606        (141,460)        29,995          
Internal transfer from (to) Unrestricted Surplus 908,519        346,388        65,000          (476,606)      141,460         (29,995)         

Net Annual Operations 0 0 0 0 0 0

NET ASSETS
Unrestricted Surplus - Balance Jan 1 1,072,213    1,072,213    982,744        982,744        1,307,068      1,465,114    

Transfer in from/(out to) Annual Operations (908,519)      (346,388)      (65,000)         476,606        (141,460)        29,995          
Transfer in from/(out to) Invested in Capital Assets (1,000)           (7,635)           30,000          20,332          7,000              -                     
Transfer in from/(out to) Internally Restricted Funds 509,673        206,389        (382,092)      (182,171)      287,922         (462,078)      
Transfer in from/(out to) International Solidarity Reserve 48,673          58,165          4,582            9,557            4,584              (15,416)         

Unrestricted Surplus (Deficit) - Balance Dec 31 721,040        982,744        570,234        1,307,068    1,465,114      1,017,615    
Invested in Capital Assets 37,171          43,806          13,806          23,474          16,475           16,475          
Internally Restricted Fund Balance December 31 981,642        1,284,926    1,667,018    1,467,097    1,179,175      1,641,253    
International Solidary Fund Reserve December 31 130,961        121,469        116,887        111,912        107,328         122,744        

TOTAL NET ASSETS 1,870,814 2,432,945 2,367,945 2,909,551 2,768,092 2,798,087

2019 2020
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